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The safety threshold is met when the "SOOVI" criteria are present. 
 
SOOVI means: 
 
Serious, Observable and specific, Out of Control, Vulnerable child, Imminent 
 
 
Sexual Abuse Safety Threat: 
 

 Safety Threats Explanation Criteria 

 
#4 

 
Child sexual abuse is 
suspected, has 
occurred, and/or 
circumstances 
suggest abuse is likely 
to occur. 

 
Child sexual abuse 
always presents 
serious harm to the 
child. The safety 
concern 
relates to whether or 
not the sexual abuse 
is imminent. 

 

 Caregiver(s) of origin does not believe the child’s disclosure of 
sexual abuse even when there is a preponderance of evidence and 
this affects the child’s safety. 

• Sexual abuse has occurred in which family circumstances, including 
opportunity, may be consistent with sexual abuse. 

• Caregiver(s) of origin denies the abuse, blames the child, or offers 
no explanation or an explanation that is unbelievable. 

• Child sexual abuse is suspected and circumstances suggest 
continued abuse is likely to occur. 

• Alleged perpetrator or perpetrator has access to child. 
• Caregiver(s) of origin or others with access to the child have forced 

or encouraged child to engage in sexual activities. 
• Non-offending caregiver of origin is unable or unwilling to prevent 

the alleged perpetrator, perpetrator, or known sexual offender from 
having access to the child. 

• Caregiver(s) of origin cannot control their sexual impulses. 

 
 
4)  Child sexual abuse is suspected; has occurred, and/or circumstances suggest abuse is likely to occur. 
 

Child sexual abuse always presents serious harm to the child. Behaviors, attitudes, emotions, intents, and situations that are 
occurring are often disguised as having a positive intent (grooming practices) or are ignored to avoid the reality that sexual abuse 
is occurring. The safety concern relates to whether or not the sexual abuse is imminent.  Child welfare professionals should be 
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exploring for the presence of sexual abuse, regardless of whether or not there has been a specific allegation of sexual abuse as 
part of their safety assessment.  A child welfare professional would accomplish this by gathering comprehensive information 
related to all six assessment domains.  If issues are presented, or arise, during the course of gathering information that would 
indicate concerns regarding the possible sexual abuse of the child, that area should be fully explored and assessed. 

 

 Caregiver(s) do not believe the children’s disclosure of sexual abuse even when there is a preponderance of evidence and 
this affects the children’s safety. 

 Sexual abuse has occurred in which family circumstances, including opportunity, may be consistent with sexual abuse. 

 Caregiver(s) deny the abuse, blame the child, or offer no explanation or an explanation that is unbelievable. 

 Child sexual abuse is suspected and circumstances suggest continued abuse is likely to occur. 

 Alleged perpetrator or perpetrator has access to child. 

 Caregiver(s) or others with access to the child have forced or encouraged child to engage in sexual activities. 

 Non-offending caregiver(s) is unable or unwilling to prevent the alleged perpetrator, perpetrator, or known sexual offender 
from having access to the child.  

 Caregiver(s) cannot control their sexual impulses. 
 

 (Excerpts taken from the Pennsylvania Safety Manual, 2012.) 


